Has consanguinity any impact on occurrence of pre-eclampsia and eclampsia?
In this study we tested the hypothesis of an association between consanguinity and pre-eclampsia/eclampsia. This is a case-control study conducted at Princess Badea Teaching Hospital, Irbid-Jordan during the period May 1997-April 1998. The study population were Jordanian women delivered at Princess Badea Teaching Hospital with or without hypertensive disorders of pregnancy. The total number was 208 pre-eclamptic/eclamptic women (76 primiparous and 132 multiparous) and 618 randomly selected non-hypertensive women. In primiparous as well as multiparous women, it was evident that neither consanguinity nor the degree of the relationship to the husband in consanguineous marriages had an impact on the incidence of preeclampsia/eclampsia. However, comparing the incidence of consanguinity between pre-eclamptic/eclamptic and non-hypertensive, multiparous women married to a relative other than first cousin, the P value was 0.0248, which we explained as chance incidence. When we compared the incidence of consanguineous marriages as a whole between pre-eclamptic/eclamptic and non-hypertensive, multiparous women, there was no evidence of any impact of consanguinity on the incidence of pre-eclampsia/eclampsia.